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Primary Sources 

Articles 

Bache, Rene. “Are You With or Against the Hun?” The Wyoming Times, vol. 11,  
no 12, Wyoming Digital Newspaper Collection, 25 Apr. 1918. 

 This newspaper article is promoting Liberty Bonds. It helped me understand how the CPI 
used anti-German propaganda to sell the bonds, and told people that if they tried to stay 
neutral or didn’t buy a bond, that meant that they supported the Hun (Germany).   

“Bar ‘Hymns of Hate.’: Instructions to Four-Minute Men Urge Emphasizing of War  
Facts.” The New York Times, 4 Feb. 1918. 

 This article talks about how the CPI told the Four Minute Men to cut down on the hate 
speech in their talks. It helped me understand that the CPI knew this had become a 
problem, and wanted the public to know that hate speech was not their true intent.  

Committee on Public Information. Four Minute News Edition A. 1917. University of  
Colorado at Boulder Libraries, Archives Dept. 
This is a Four Minute Men informational pamphlet published by the CPI, which shows some 
of the ideas that the CPI gave to the Four Minute Men for their speeches. It helped me 
understand that the CPI wanted speeches to be based on truth and to stir patriotism, and 
warned against hate speech. 

Committee on Public Information. Four Minute News Edition B, 1917, Yumpu Publishing.  
This is a Four Minute Men informational pamphlet published by the CPI giving ideas, 
reports, and feedback to its speakers. It helped me understand that the CPI gave speakers 
a lot of freedom but did have firm guidelines it hoped its speakers would follow. 

Committee on Public Information. Four Minute News Edition C, 1918, Yumpu Publishing.  
This is a Four Minute Men informational pamphlet published by the CPI giving ideas, 
reports, and feedback to its speakers. It requests report cards from its speakers, to  
keep track of how many people were reached and where, and what the content of 
speeches was.  

Committee on Public Information. Four Minute News Edition D, 29 June 1918, Yumpu  
Publishing.  
This is a Four Minute Men informational pamphlet published by the CPI giving ideas, 
reports, and feedback to its speakers. This issue lists examples of speeches that go too far 
or are inaccurate, and I used a quote from it on my Four Minute Men page.  

Ingersoll, William H. “Four Minute Singing.” Bulletin No. 38. Committee on Public  
Information, 10 Sep. 1918. 
This is a CPI publication advising Four Minute Men to lead crowds in song when they give 
speeches at rallies or in movie theaters, to raise patriotic feeling and emotion. It helped 
me understand which songs were recommended and how the CPI gave practical advice to 
its speakers.  



Committee on Public Information. Official Bulletin No. 259. The United States World War  
One Centennial Commission, 16 Mar. 1918. 

 This is a digital scan of a full issue of the daily CPI official news publication. It helped me 
understand the content of these CPI information papers. 

“Creel as a Recurrent Storm Centre: How Government's Publicity Man Has Shown Himself  
an Adept at Getting Into Hot Water With Congress and the Public.” The New York 
Times, 19 May 1918.  
This article talks about how George Creel made the media and Congress angry by faking 
stories. It helped me understand that even though Creel claimed to be honest and 
positive, he did lie to the press. 

Ford, Guy Stanton. “America’s Fight for Public Opinion.” Minnesota History Bulletin,  
Feb. 1919.  
This journal article by Guy Stanton Ford, Head of CPI Civic and Education Division and 
Dean of the Graduate School and Professor of History in the University of Minnesota, talks 
about how the CPI targeted teachers and school children with their propaganda. It helped 
me understand how the CPI did everything it could to reach every segment of American 
society.  

“Francis Ferdinand, Austrian Heir, and Wife Murdered; Assassin’s Bomb Fails; Accomplice  
Shoots Them Down.” The Sun: New York, NY, vol. 81, no.302, 29 June 1914, 
Chronicling America: Historic American Newspapers, Library of Congress, 
chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83030272/1914-06-29/ed-1/seq-1/> 
I used the headline from the front page of this newspaper issue as the header image in the 
Europe At War section, to illustrate the event that triggered the start of WWI. 

Gannon, Ryley. “Why Pay For Comedy When We Have a Creel Committee,” The  
Washington Post, 7 Oct. 1917. 
This opinion piece and cartoon criticizes George Creel and shows how the press resented 
the way the CPI distorted the truth when it did not match the message they wanted to 
convey to the American public. It helped me understand that even though Creel felt he 
was telling the truth to the Americans, the CPI’s messaging was in fact propaganda that 
was not always fully factual. 

“Men Behind Europe’s Crisis; Men Who Will Do Fighting.” The Richmond Palladium and  
Sun-Telegram: Richmond, IN, vol. 39, no. 221, 28 July 1914, Chronicling America: 
Historic American Newspapers. Library of Congress, chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/
sn86058226/1914-07-28/ed-1/seq-1/> 
I used this newspaper article for research about how WWI started, and used a quote from 
it on my Europe At War page. It helped me understand the root causes of the war in 
Europe, and that the reasons publicly given by Germany for siding with Austria were not 
the real reasons.  

“‘Official Bulletin’: Government is to Issue Paper of Its Own.” The Liberal Democrat:  
Liberal, KA, tenth year, no.51, 10 May 1917, Chronicling America: Historic American 
Newspapers, Library of Congress, chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/
sn85029856/1917-05-10/ed-1/seq-1/> 
Versions of this article appeared in newspapers across the country, announcing the 
government’s decision to publish the Official Bulletin, its own daily paper to communicate 
war news to the American people. It was interesting to me to see how the paper explains 
there will also be a weekly bulletin from which newspaper editors will be expected to 
copy as many items as possible, showing that every newspaper will be expected to be an 
extension of the CPI’s communications office.  



Ponder, Stephen. “The Committee on Public Misinformation.” The New York Times,  
4 Feb. 1918. 

 This news article talks about how the CPI gave fake news to the media and the American 
public. It helped me understand that the CPI did exaggerate stories and that the media 
was very angry about it.  

“Praise Four Minute Men: President Wilson Commends Work In Aiding Government.” 
The New York Times, 30 Dec. 1917.  
This article quotes President Wilson praising the work of the Four Minute Men, and talks 
about how many speakers there were and where they spoke. It helped me understand how 
widespread this effort was in trying to reach Americans with the CPI’s message, and I used 
a quote from it on my Four Minute Men page. 

“Silver Shell Mastered German Sub in Gunfire, Avers Paris Ministry of Marine; State Dept.  
Confirms Story.” The Democratic Banner: Mt. Vernon, Ohio, no.46, 8 June 1917, 
Chronicling America: Historic American Newspapers. Library of Congress. <https://
chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn88078751/1917-06-08/ed-1/seq-1/> 
Versions of this article were printed the same week in newspapers across the US, in a 
republication of the Official Bulletin article from June 7, 1917, called “U.S. Armed Ship 
‘Silver Shell’ Battles with U-Boat Which is Believed to Have Been Sunk.” This helped me 
understand how newspapers took CPI news and either repeated its verbatim or rephrased 
it, and ran it on their own pages. 

“U.S. Armed Ship 'Silver Shell’ Battles with U-Boat Which is Believed to Have Been Sunk.”  
Official Bulletin, vol. 1, no. 24, 7 June 1917, The United States World War One 
Centennial Commission. 
This is a front page article from the CPI’s Official News publication. It helped me 
understand how newspapers took CPI news and either repeated its verbatim or rephrased 
it, and ran it on their own pages. 

“U.S. Officially at War.” The Daily Missourian: Columbia, MO, sixth year, no. 184, 6  
Apr. 1917, Chronicling America: Historic American Newspapers, Library of Congress, 
chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn89066314/1917-04-06/ed-1/seq-1/> 
This is a newspaper that has the headline “U.S. OFFICIALLY AT WAR.” I used this in my 
America Opposed section to show how Americans saw the news that the US officially 
joined WWI. 

Ward, Larry Wayne. “The Motion Picture Goes to War.” The New York Times, 30 July  
1918. 

 This is a New York Times review of the CPI film, “America’s Answer.” I used a quote from 
it on my Movies and Music page to show the reaction of the film reviewers from that time.   



Books 

Cohan, George M. Over There. Leo Feist Inc., Library of Congress, 1917. 
I copied some of the lyrics from this sheet music to use on my Movies and Music page. It 
helped me understand the kind of patriotic songs that were being sung to raise morale and 
encourage American support for the war.  

Committee on Public Information. How the War Came to America. [English, German, and  
Spanish]. Government Printing Office: Washington, D.C.,15 June 1917.  
This is the first CPI War Booklet, How the War Came to America. I used it for research and 
used images of the booklets in English, German and Spanish on my Pamphlets page. 

Creel, George. How We Advertised America. Harper and Brothers Publishers: New York,  
NY, 1920. 

 This book tells the story of the CPI from George Creel’s point of view. It helped me to 
understand what his intentions were, and I used several quotes to tell the story in his 
words. It also had many useful details including explaining how the CPI produced and 
dropped propaganda leaflets over enemy lines.  

Creel, George. Rebel at Large. G.P. Putnam’s Sons, 1947. 
 This book is an autobiography looking back on George Creel’s career. It helped me 

understand how he viewed his work at the CPI. 

Munro, Dana Carleton, et al. German War Practices Part I: Treatment of Civilians.  
Government Printing Office: Washington, DC, 15 Nov. 1917. 
This is one of the CPI War Booklet publications. It helped me understand what the 
booklets looked like, how long they were, and what messages the CPI was trying to make 
people understand.  
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Images from WWI were instrumental in helping me tell the story of the Committee on 
Public Information, through use of their posters, rally photos, pamphlets, and more. 
Library of Congress, Pritzker Military Museum & Library, Getty Images, Bettmann, and 
newspaper archives such as the Chronicling America and The New York Times, ProQuest 
Historical Newspapers were some of my best sources for finding images. I also found 
several images in my primary source books of items such as balloon propaganda leaflets, 
which I was unable to find online. Some of my most useful images were “Charlie Chaplin 
and Douglas Fairbanks at Wall Street Bond Rally,” poster, "The world mobilizes for war,” 
which I used to show the sides of WWI, and “President Wilson and George Creel, 
Committee on Public Information” with George Creel and Woodrow Wilson walking 
together.  



Letters 

Ruble, W. “Comrades of Washington.” The Northwest Worker: Everett, WA, no. 328, 
26 Apr. 1917, Chronicling America: Historic American Newspapers, Library of 
Congress, chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn88085770/1917-04-26/ed-1/seq-1/> 
I used a quote from this letter to the editor printed on the front page of The Northwest 
Worker, a Socialist newspaper, right after the war started. It helped me understand that 
the CPI and Wilson’s government were driving Socialist newspapers out of business by 
scaring off their advertisers so they could not afford to stay in business.  

Telegram From United States Ambassador Walter Page to President Woodrow Wilson  
Conveying a Translation of the Zimmermann Telegram 2/24/1917. General Records of 
the Department of State, Record Group 59; National Archives at College Park, College 
Park, MD. https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/translation-zimmermann-
telegram 
This is a translation of the encoded telegram sent by German Foreign Minister Arthur 
Zimmermann to the President of Mexico on January 16, 2017, revealing that it will begin 
unrestricted submarine warfare and proposing an alliance with Mexico. This telegram is 
considered to have been the event that made Wilson decide to ask Congress to declare 
war. I used this image on my America Opposed page.  

Wilson, Woodrow. Executive Order 2594—Creating Committee on Public Information. The  
American Presidency Project, 13 Apr. 1917. 
This letter is a transcript of the original Executive Order 2594, which created the CPI. This 
document is extremely important because it shows that after the war started, Wilson 
acted quickly to convince the American public to get behind the war effort, sign up to 
fight, and help fund it.  

Wilson, Woodrow, 1856-1924, “Committee on Public Information,” 14 Apr. 1917,  
WWP21211, World War I Letters, Woodrow Wilson Presidential Library & Museum, 
Staunton, Virginia. 
This is the unsigned draft of Wilson’s Executive Order 2594, which officially created the 
CPI. I found this with help from the librarians at the Woodrow Wilson Presidential Library 
& Museum, Staunton, Virginia, and used it as an image on my Selling the War page. I was 
unable to find a digital scan of the official signed order, despite research assistance from 
staff at this library, the Library of Congress, and National Archives.  



Multimedia 

Cohan, George M. “Over There.” Audio file. YouTube, 1917.  
 This is a famous WWI patriotic song about a boy going to fight in WWI for the United 

States, which George M. Cohan wrote the day after the US joined WWI. I used it in the clip 
I created of footage from Pershing’s Crusaders on my Movies and Music page, and it was 
one of the songs the Four Minute Men would get the crowd to sing. 

“Pershing’s Crusaders.” Film. Division of Films, U.S. Signal Corps and Committee on Public  
Information, 1918. YouTube, youtube.com/watch?v=B_Usu_AfAzw 

 This is a patriotic movie created by the Committee on Public Information about a division 
of troops led by General Pershing training and going to fight the Germans. I cut a few 
short clips from this film and put them together as multimedia on my Movies and Music 
section to show what some of the official CPI war movies were like. 

Pershing, General John J. “From the battlefields of France.” Audio File. Library of  
Congress, New York: Columbia Graphophone Co., ca.1918. 
This audio recording of General Pershing, Chief of the American Expeditionary Forces in 
WWI, helped me understand how the United States military stayed connected with the 
American people to encourage them to support the war. I used this speech for research.  

Purdy, Richard A. "Third Liberty Loan.” Audio file. Nation’s Forum, New York, NY, 1918.  
Library of Congress.  

 Richard A. Purdy was a Four Minute Man and gave public speeches for the CPI. I used the 
audio of this speech on my Four Minute Men page, against a background video I created 
using images and clips including Four Minute Men speeches, crowds at rallies, and Liberty 
Loan advertisements.   

Wise, Stephen Samuel. “What are we fighting for?” Audio file. Nation’s Forum, New York,  
NY, 1918, Library of Congress.  
This is audio of a Four Minute Man speech by Rabbi Stephen Samuel Wise. I used a quote 
on my Four Minute Man page, as it helped me highlight how their speeches emphasized 
the importance of the war.  
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Baker, Newton D. “Being the informal address of Mr. Newton D. Baker, Secretary of War, at  
a dinner given to Mr. Creel in Washington, November 29, 1918.” Speech and foreword. 
George Creel, How We Advertised America. Harper and Brothers Publishers, 1920. 
This is a transcript of a speech given by Secretary of War Baker in 1918, describing the 
role of the CPI in promoting American involvement in WWI. It was also published as the 
foreword to George Creel’s book How We Advertised America, and I used a quote from this 
on my America Opposed page.  
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films and allowing the Four Minute Men to speak in theaters. This was so they would be 
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This article helped me understand how hard the CPI Film Division made sure their films 
were positive and showed good conditions for the soldiers, so it did not depress the public 
or make them worry about their loved ones fighting in Europe. It also made me realize 
that the CPI was censoring war movies made by private film studios to make sure they 
matched the CPI messaging. 



Neumann, Caryn E. “Committee on Public Information.” The First Amendment  
Encyclopedia, 2009. 

 This article talks about the CPI’s role in WWI. It also helped me understand certain details 
of the work it did, including how many newspapers a week published CPI content. 

O’Toole, Patricia. “When the U.S. Used 'Fake News' to Sell Americans on World War I.”  
History, Updated: 21 Oct. 2019, Original: 22 May 2018. 
This article gives a history of the CPI and says that what they created was fake news. It 
showed me how their propaganda caused discrimination and violence against Germans and 
other ethnic and religious groups.  

“Raising National Patriotism and Recruitment.” The United States World War One  
Centennial Commission. n.d. 

 This article talks about how the CPI used music to make people feel patriotic. It helped 
me understand how they did this and the kinds of songs they used. 

Rosenberg, Emily. “War and the Health of the State: The U.S. Government and the  
Communications Revolution during World War I.” The Presidency and Public Opinion in 
the American Century, pp.48-66, University Press of Florida: Gainesville, FL, 27 June 
2010.  
This essay talks about how Wilson used the CPI not just to communicate his messaging and 
propaganda, but also to censor speech and suppress dissent. It helped me understand that 
even though the CPI claimed to be focusing on positive patriotic encouragement, it also 
played on fear and created a hateful environment towards ethnic Germans. I used a quote 
from this on my Short-Term Impact page, about how the CPI’s focus on Americanism was 
effective for war support but bad because it promoted discrimination and hate speech. 

“WWI Commemoration Task Force: The Liberty Loan Drives in Arlington.”  
Arvlingtonva.us. n.d. 
This article talks about Liberty Loan drives in the Washington, DC area. I used an image of 
a Liberty Loan billboard that was on this website, as an example of how the CPI used 
advertising to sell the bonds.  

“WWI Liberty Bonds and the Culture of Investing.” National Bureau of Economic  
Research, no. 11, Nov. 2020. 
This article talks about how Liberty Bonds worked. It helped me understand that they had 
lasting impacts on the US financial system and capital markets. 



Books 

Axelrod, Alan. Selling the Great War. Palgrave Macmillan, 2009. 
 This book is a history of how George Creel and the CPI sold America on war with their 

publicity campaign. It was useful to me because it helped me understand how their new 
techniques changed the advertising industry, and how their propaganda techniques are 
still used today. 

Conolly-Smith, Peter. Translating America: An Ethnic Press and Popular Culture,  
1890-1920. Smithsonian Books, 6 July 2010. 
This book about how German-Americans became Americanized through popular culture 
gave me insight into how the CPI approached hyphenated Americans with their message. I 
also used a quote from Bertram Nelson, head of the CPI’s Four Minute Men Division, about 
how they tried to reach people who did not read the English-language media.  

Cornebise, Alfred E. War as Advertised: The Four Minute Men and America’s Crusade  
1917-1918. The American Philosophical Society, 1984. 

 This book focuses on how the CPI’s Four Minute Men helped spread pro-war propaganda, 
and it helped me understand the kinds of speeches they gave and the tactics they used to 
persuade people. I also used a photo from this book of Allies sending propaganda balloons 
over enemy lines in my Pamphlets section. 

Freedman, Russell. The War to End All Wars. Clarion Books, Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 
2010.  

This overview of WWI helped me get a basic understanding of the conflict, including the 
lead up, the different fronts, and the technology that was used to fight. There are many 
large photographs which helped me get a visual idea of what it was like fighting in WWI.  

Kazin, Michael. War Against War: The American Fight for Peace 1914-1918. Simon &  
Schuster, 2017. 
This book focuses on the peace activists who tried to keep America out of WWI, and how 
the government punished them for this, in what marked the beginning of the modern-day 
surveillance state. It also helped me understand how they helped prevent Congress from 
increasing the size of U.S. troops in Europe in the middle of the war.  

Link, Arthur S. Wilson, Volume III: The Struggle for Neutrality, 1914-1915. Princeton  
University Press, 2015. 
This book helped me understand how the sinking of the Lusitania was a major event that 
changed public opinion from being against getting involved in the war, to thinking it might 
be something they had to do.  

Maxwell, John Hamilton. Manipulating the Masses. Louisiana State University Press, 2020.  
This book was one of my main sources, since it has a huge amount of source material from 
150 archives relating to the CPI, and covers the entire CPI life cycle. I found the epilogues 
especially useful and interesting because they talked about what happened to CPI 
members after the war, which helped me understand the CPI’s legacy. 

Mock, James R. and Larson, Cedric. Words That Won the War. Princeton University Press,  
1939. 

 This book is about the tactics that the CPI used in order to successfully gain support for 
WWI. I used this book in my initial research to learn more about my topic. 



Roetter, Charles. The Art of Psychological Warfare 1914-1945. Stein and Day Publishers,  
1974. 
This book helped me understand that psychological warfare is used in wartime and 
peacetime for propaganda purposes, and talks about how the Allies and Central Powers 
tried to convince America to join WWI on their side. It helped me understand that the 
sinking of the Lusitania, followed by reports of German atrocities against Belgium, were 
the tipping point for American public opinion about joining the war.  

Vaughn, Stephen L. Holding Fast the Inner Lines. The University of North Carolina Press,  
1980. 

 This book is a history of the CPI. It was extremely useful to me because it included 
reproductions of many original CPI flyers and advertisements, which gave me a good idea 
of the kind of messages the CPI produced and who they targeted.  

Zieger, Robert H. America’s Great War: World War I and the American Experience.  
Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, Inc., 2000. 
This book helped me understand the American viewpoint of WWI and how it changed life 
and culture in this country. It also helped me understand how the CPI fit into the bigger 
picture of the government’s war campaign, and how it not only generated its own 
propaganda but also coordinated propaganda efforts for other agencies. 



Multimedia 

“How WWI Changed America: Selling the War.” National WWI Museum and Memorial,  
5 Aug. 2020, youtube.com/watch?v=qU9zOLIPjdI 

 This is a video about the tactics that the CPI used to “sell the war.” I used several of their 
primary source video clips in my Four Minute Men speech video, because I was unable to 
find the original primary source footage elsewhere.  

“Propaganda.” American History Rules, 3 Mar. 2009,  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rRpuOZoMtLc 

 This video talks about the role of the CPI in WWI. I used it for research and for video clips 
and screenshots of images, to provide visual background for Richard A. Purdy’s 3rd Liberty 
Loan speech.  


